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National Industrial Recovery Act. See
United States, History, New Deal.

National Insurance. Various forms of so-
cial insurance provided by the state are em-
braced under this title, of which the oldest
and more important are sickness, accident,
old age, and invalidity insurance. Unemploy-
ment and maternity insurance are of more
recent institution, as are also pensions for
widows and orphans, and mothers' pensions,
so-called, which in several countries partake
of the nature of insurance. National insur-
ance was first put into law in Germany in
1883; and since that time its scope has been
greatly widened. England's first insurance
law in 1911 provided for a compulsory and
contributory system in which the finance is
shared by the employers, employees, and the
state. Some type of national insurance is in
force in Belgium, France, Denmark, Austria,
Switzerland, Italy, Russia, Norway and
Sweden. See OLD AGE PENSIONS.

Nationality, in international law, the
status of a person as a citizen, subject, or
member of the sovereign state to which he
owes allegiance and from which he is en-
titled to receive protection. As applied to
persons, it is nearly synonymous with citi-
zenship, using the latter term in its broad
sense.

National Law.  See international Law.
National Library, U. S.  See Library of
Congress.

National Monuments. See National
Parks.

National Museum, U. S. See Smithson-
ian Institution.

National Parks, in the United States, are
more or less extensive tracts of public land
reserved by special act of Congress from
sale or other disposition, and set apart for
the recreation and instruction of the people.
The usual motive for such reservation has
been to preserve in their natural condition
scenic wonders and large areas of primitive
wilderness. In some cases, the preservation
of archaeological rums or of natural resources
or mineral waters has also been sought. At
present there are nineteen national parks,
covering a total area of 11,804 sq. m., of
which thirteen are of notable size and scenic
magnificence. The thirteen great national
parks, in order of size, are as follows: <i)
Yellowstone National Park (created 1872),
located in northwestern Wyoming, comprises
3,348 sq.m., and is famous for its geysers,
boiling springs, mud volcanoes, canyons,
lakes, and waterfalls. (2) Mount McKinley

National Park (created 1917), located in
south central *\laska, contains 2,645 sq. m.
and has the highest mountain in North Amer-
ica (20,300 ft.). (3) Glacier National Park
(created 1910), located in northwestern
Montana, contains 1,534 SQ- m- (4) Yose-
mite National Park (created 1890), situated
in central California, includes 1,125 sq. m.
(5) Grand Canyon National Park (created
1919), contains 996 sq. m., ar*l is said to be
one of the most sublime spectacles in the
world. (6) Sequoia Park (created 1890), in
central California, covers 604 sq. m., and in-
cludes mountains and precipices, groves of the
famous Big Trees, with thousands of trees
exceeding 10 ft. in diameter. (7) Rocky
Mountain National Park (created 1915), lo-
cated in northern Colorado, comprises 378
sq. m. (8) Mount Rainier National Park
(created 1899), in western Washington, con-
tains 325 sq. m. (9) Crater Lake Park (cre-
ated 1902), in southwestern Oregon, covers
249 sq. m. (10) Hawaii National Park (cre-
ated 1916), 242 sq. m. in area, in the Hawai-
ian Islands, contains the volcano cf Mauna
Loa, the largest active volcano in the world,
(n) Lassen Volcanic National Park (cre-
ated 1916), in northern California, contains
the only active volcano in the United States
proper. (12) Zion National Park (created
1919), in southwestern Utah, has the mag-
nificent gorge of Zion Canyon. (13) Mesa
Verde National Park (created 1906) in south-
western Colorado, of 77 sq. m., has the most
notable prehistoric cliff dwellings in Amer-
ica.

The national parks are under the control
of the Secretary of the Interior, who admin-
isters them through the Director of the Na-
tional Park Service. Each national park is
immediately in charge of a superintendent.
In order that the national parks may be
available for the enjoyment of the public, as
provided in the organic act of Aug. 25, 1916,
establishing the National Park Service, hotel,
lodge, and transportation service are provided
by private persons or companies on franchise
or permit from the Department of the
Interior.

With respect to ownership: The public land
within the boundaries of a national park is
reserved as the permanent property of the
government from all forms of appropriation.
Many of the parks, however, include within
their boundaries tracts of private land which
were sold or granted by the government be-
fore the reservation for park purposes was
made. With respect to civil and criminal